
Pronunciation – the first step 
to correct Te Reo



KO NGĀ TŪĀPAPATANGA
Arming you with the basics 
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Māori is a phonetic language that is 
reasonably simple to pronounce. The key to 
correct pronunciation is to master the 
sounds of the five vowels. 



- The vowel a is pronounced as cut in English

- The vowel e is pronounced as egg in English

- The vowel i is pronounced as key in English

- The vowel o is pronounced as paw in English

- The vowel u is pronounced as shoe in English   

© New Zealand Cricket 2017

TE WHAKAHUA TE REO 

PRONUNCIATION 



- The vowel ā is pronounced as cār in English

- The vowel ē is pronounced as pear in English

- The vowel ī is pronounced as eel in English

- The vowel ō is pronounced as pour in English

- The vowel ū is pronounced as roof in English   
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CONSONANTS 

H, k, m, n, p, r, t, w, ng, wh.

Ng – Singer  

Wh- Far 
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Greetings and Sign Offs



Ngā ahua kirikiti
Cricket positions 

© New Zealand Cricket 2017


